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of the barbaric Turkish Government, and the abolition
of the German military machine. If a peace were
signed which left German military power unimpaired
in the midst of a weakened and exhausted Europe, it
would be even less secure than the peace existing
before the War.

International treaties were in themselves no remedy,
as the fate of Belgium had shown. A powerful nation
could stand aloof from or tear up such treaties. If
action of that kind were crowned with success in this
War, it would be hopeless to try and banish it after-
wards by new international treaties.

" Though, therefore, the people of this country

share to the full the desire of the President for

peace, they do not believe that peace

Victory          can ^e duraHe if it be not based on
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lasting peace    the success of the Allied cause.    For a

durable peace can hardly be expected
unless three conditions are fulfilled.

The first is that the existing causes of international
unrest should be, as far as possible, removed or
weakened.

The second is that the aggressive aims and
the unscrupulous methods of the Central Powers
should fall into disrepute among their own
peoples.

The third is that behind international law and
behind all the treaty arrangements for preventing
or limiting hostilities some form of international
sanction should be devised which would give pause
to the hardiest aggressor."

Mr.  Balfour  suggested  that  this  policy was  in
harmony with the President's declared ideas,  and